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East Midtown Greenway - New York, NY

Developer: New York City Economic Development Corporation
Owner: New York City Department of Parks & Recreation
Architect: Stantec Consulting Services Inc.

East Midtown Greenway isan in-water public park between 53rd and 61st Streetsbuilt on newly
constructed piers that stretch into the East River. The two-acre greenwaycloses a key gap in
the not-yet-complete 32.5-mile Manhattan Waterfront Greenwayloop as part of the envisioned 22-
blockEast River Esplanade.The pathoffers shade, benches,and a biking and walking
path. Additionally,a new, 115-foot pedestrian bridge over the FDRDrive at 54th Street now eases
passage to thenew waterfront park. Most noteworthy is the novelwaytroughs were designed
into the path’'s edges to anchor newly planted trees andsoilcells for trees’ lateral root growth.
Sloped pavements capture stormwater to irrigate new plants, all of which are native to New York
State. Also of notearelighter-colored pavementsto reduce the urban heat island effect-
designed sothe greenway canwithstand flooding and sea-level rise, and the $3 millionin funding
returned to the city due to efficientengagement, approvals,and planningbetweena complex
group of stakeholders such ascommunity boards and several city agencies. In a city starved for
greenspace and flood mitigation, East Midtown Greenway offers future generations a place to
unwind and enjoy spectacular waterfront views.



