
 

 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

URBAN LAND INSTITUTE NEW YORK TO HONOR SCOTT RECHLER WITH THE 2026 
VISIONARY LEADERSHIP IN LAND USE AWARD   

Rechler to be recognized for his exemplary leadership and enduring commitment to the highest 
standards of land use advancement and development 

  

New York, NY –The Urban Land Institute New York (ULI NY) is pleased to announce Scott 
Rechler, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer at RXR, as the recipient of the 2026 Visionary 
Leadership in Land Use Award. The award will be presented at the Tenth Annual Awards for 
Excellence in Development Gala on April 29, 2026, at Ziegfeld Ballroom. 
  
Each year the award recognizes a leader in New York’s real estate community who embodies the 
mission, vision, and values of the Urban Land Institute and who has had a transformational impact 
on our region and the industry. The recipient must also have demonstrated an enduring 
commitment through civic engagement to industry associations, causes, and initiatives. Past 
award recipients include Larry A. Silverstein, Ron Moelis, Kirk Goodrich, Ronne (Veronica) 
Hackett, and Mary Ann Tighe.  

Scott Rechler is being recognized for his sustained dedication to reshaping New York City’s 
skyline and landscape through transformative projects that balance economic growth with 
community impact. Under his leadership, RXR specializes in public-private partnerships and 
master developments, including the $4 billion development of Terminal 6 at JFK International 
Airport, the multi-billion dollar master plan for downtown New Rochelle, and a 1,100-acre, $3 
billion mixed-use development in Raleigh, North Carolina. Scott’s unique ability to merge visionary 
real estate leadership with deep civic responsibility reflects ULI’s mission and exemplifies why he 
is the 2026 recipient of this award. 

"It is a tremendous honor to be recognized by the Urban Land Institute New York with the 
Visionary Leadership in Land Use Award," said Scott Rechler, Chairman and CEO of RXR. 
"RXR's operational ethos is 'Doing Good and Doing Well means Doing Better.' We have long 
believed that our company is only as strong as the communities where we operate, particularly 
our hometown of New York. These values are fundamental to RXR, and I am honored to work 
alongside fellow industry leaders to tackle the complex challenges facing our region and create a 
city that works for all New Yorkers." 
  
“Scott Rechler exemplifies what it means to be a visionary leader in New York’s real estate 
industry. His commitment to transformative development and civic engagement has shaped our 
city and continues to inspire the entire industry,” said Helen Hwang, Chair of ULI New York and 
Senior Executive Managing Director at Meridian Investment Sales. “Through his leadership at 
RXR and his unwavering dedication to public service, Scott raises the standard for responsible 
development and personifies the values at the core of ULI’s mission.” 



 

 

“As a leader who consistently demonstrates vision, innovation and influence, Scott Rechler has 
set a benchmark for what it means to shape the future of New York City’s built environment,” said 
Rachel Loeb, Chief Investment Officer at Benenson Capital Partners and Co-Chair of the 2026 
Awards for Excellence Gala. “His work exemplifies how development can go beyond buildings to 
create stronger, more resilient communities, and ULI New York is proud to recognize his lasting 
impact on our industry and our city.” 

Scott Rechler is Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of RXR, a fully integrated real estate 
company and investment manager that owns and manages over 30 million square feet of 
commercial properties and more than 9,600 multifamily units across New York and the nation. 
RXR also operates a billion-dollar credit platform that leverages its real estate expertise for 
various commercial real estate lending products. RXR’s expanding geographical footprint extends 
beyond the New York metropolitan region into some of the nation’s fastest-growing markets, such 
as Phoenix, Denver, Dallas, Raleigh, and Tampa. Scott’s vision has helped RXR raise more than 
$10 billion in private equity while building a multidisciplinary team recognized for expertise in 
investment, operations, construction, and development. 

Known for his civic leadership, Scott is currently in his second three-year term on the Board of 
the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, which supervises the Second Federal Reserve District, 
the largest Reserve Bank in terms of assets and activity volume. Scott is also a trustee and Vice 
Chair of the National September 11th Memorial & Museum, and serves on the boards of NYU, 
Northwell Health, and the Feinstein Institutes for Medical Research. He previously served as Vice 
Chair of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, was a member of the Board of the MTA, 
the largest public transportation provider in North America, and chaired the Regional Plan 
Association (RPA). His career demonstrates how visionary leadership can foster both economic 
growth and positive social change across the New York region and beyond. 

The Tenth Annual Awards for Excellence Gala, co-chaired by Rachel Loeb, Chief Investment 
Officer at Benenson Capital Partners, Sarah Hawkins, Senior Managing Director, Head of US 
East at Hines, and Hilary Spann, Executive Vice President, New York Region at BXP, will 
showcase exceptional local projects that are redefining how the industry and the public approach 
city-building. The Gala recognizes outstanding development projects in the private, public, and 
nonprofit sectors across New York State that best exemplify ULI’s commitment to shaping the 
future of the built environment for transformative impact in communities statewide. The program 
honors the full development process from design and planning, to sustainability, resilience, and 
community impact. Winners and honorees will be celebrated at the Gala on April 29, 2026. 

### 
  
About the Urban Land Institute New York   
The mission of the Urban Land Institute is to shape the future of the built environment for 
transformative impact in communities worldwide. ULI New York carries out this work in the greater 
New York area by promoting an open exchange of ideas, information, and experience among 
industry leaders and policy makers dedicated to creating better neighborhoods. Our volunteer 
experts also serve local communities through simulated urban planning workshops in classrooms, 
and by providing pro-bono expert guidance to city agencies prior to complex zoning, mass transit, 
and community revitalization projects. The organization invests in the professional and personal 
development of the next generation of community and real estate industry leaders. ULI is a global 
non-profit headquartered in Washington D.C. with more than 48,000 members in 84 nations 
worldwide. For more information, visit https://newyork.uli.org/.  
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